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Message from Editor's Desk

Dear Readers,

Welcome to the April-June 2026 edition of Archiscape, the quarterly newsletter
of the CSPA. This quarter has been marked by remarkable achievements,
meaningful collaborations, and transformative learning experiences, reaffirming

our commitment to nurturing architects and planners who are innovative, socially

( H responsible, and future-ready.
' l MRA Initiatives such as Designverse 2.0, The Entrepreneurial Journey, and Thesis

UNIVERSITY

Confluence provided enriching platforms for students to bridge the gap between
academia and professional practice. The past few months have witnessed an
inspiring blend of academic rigor, research excellence, and industry engagement. We
proudly celebrated the Research Excellence Awards 2026, recognizing the scholarly
contributions of our researchers.

Strengthening our connection with industry and alumni remained a key focus
throughout the quarter. Through the Alumni Conclave, distinguished alumni returned
to share their professional experiences, inspiring the next generation of architects.
Our students also benefited immensely from interactions with eminent practitioners
through expert sessions, and valuable exposure to the startup venture of our student
enabling them to engage with emerging industry trends.

Academic excellence continued to flourish through a series of Design, Visual Arts,

Apprenticeship, and M.Plan Juries, where students showcased their creativity,

-- Dr. HARVEEN BHANDARI technical competence, and design thinking. We also take immense pride in celebrating
Principal and Dean, Ph.D. Program the outstanding achievements of our students, whose accomplishment at national
Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture platform the annual NASA reflects the quality of education and mentorship at CSPA.

Research remained a cornerstone of CSPA's academic journey this quarter. This
edition highlights the successful Ph.D. Final Defense presentations, celebrates
achievements at the Ph.D. Convocation, and showcases faculty contributions through
paper presentations.

As you turn the pages of this edition, you will discover stories of creativity,
perseverance, collaboration, and excellence that collectively represent the spirit of
CSPA. I extend my heartfelt gratitude to everyone who contributed to this edition and
to the continued growth of our department. May these accomplishments inspire us
to pursue greater innovation, deeper inquiry, and meaningful impact in the field of
architecture and planning.
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SUSTAINASTAFF SERIES

Creating Bird Nests
04 April 2026

Dr. Kanika Bansal, Dean - Academic Affairs, served as an expert for the

SustainaStaff Series - Chapter 6, a hands-on workshop on 'Creating Bird amun ] 2 SPA

sustainaStaff Series -

5]

Nests' using scrap materials. The workshop was organized by Centre of

Excellence for Sustainability. Aligned with SDGs 4, 8, 12, 13, and 15, the Workshop

DESIGNING & CREATINCS
BIRD HOUSES

initiative promoted sustainable design, waste reuse, bird conservation, and

urban biodiversity.

Following the workshop, faculty and staft of Chitkara
University enthusiastically participated in a 15-
day competition, transforming recyclable materials

into beautiful handcrafted birdhouses with support

from the university's carpentry and maintenance
workshops. Dr. Kanika Bansal evaluated the entries
and appreciated each team's creativity, innovative
ideas, and thoughtful use of recycled materials
to create functional habitats for birds. The event
reinforced our commitment to conserving nature
and promoting sustainable environmental practices.
[t inspired environmental responsibility, showcased
exceptional craftsmanship, and reinforced the

University's commitment to biodiversity conservation.
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Asstt. Profs. Shaffali Joshi and Manmeet Kaur, CSPA Ms. Simran, Librarian, CSPA, secured Second Position
won the First Position Mr. Sohan Singh and Ms. Meenu (Non-teaching Staff,
CSPA) secured Third Position
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BOS MEETING

Bachelor of Architecture
07 April 2026

The 16" Board of Studies (BoS) meeting for the Bachelor of Architecture (B.Arch.) Program was held on 07 April 2026 in hybrid
mode. Chaired by Prof. (Dr.) Harveen Bhandari and convened by Prof. (Dr.) Kanika Bansal, the meeting focused on curriculum
updates that have been planned for the academic year 2026-27. The key highlights included revisions in core course syllabi,
introduction of a new course, and updates in assessment practices to enhance learning outcomes. Pedagogical initiatives such as
Vertical Studio Integration (VSI), AlI-Augmented Design Pedagogy, Research-Led Studios, and immersive AR/VR-based learning
were also approved. The meeting was enriched by insights from esteemed external members:

* Ar. Rimpesh Sharma, Founder, Director & CEQO, Ingenious Studio Pvt. Ltd., Gurugram

* Prof. (Dr.) Abhijit Natu, Principal, BRPS College of Architecture, Pune

* Dr. Hina Zia, Head, Department of Planning, Jamia Millia Islamia, Delhi

* Ar. Sabeena Khanna, Director, Studio K.I.A., Gurugram

Their valuable contributions supported the development ot a progressive and industry-aligned curriculum for future architects.

B Warhs bz Presentiog. arotsting)

CHITKARA SCHOOL OF PLANNING & ARCHITECTURE

Welcomes

Distinguished Experts & Members

for
Board of Studies (BoS)

ff T April 2026 @ 1100 am anwards Q Conference room , CSPA

B wamine B sty areotstivg!

- Achievements & Accolades @ = ammpl "oFA

Research Oriented Program

PhD Program initiated in 2019
Ongeing Scholars- 15
PhD Completed - 08
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SITE VISIT

Discover the Living Heritage of Chandigarh
11 April 2026

CSPA organized an educational '"Tree Walk' for the 6" Semester students to the

CHITKARA B!

UNIVERSITY

Hibiscus Garden and Garden of Fragrance in Sector 36, Chandigarh, on 11 April

2026 as part of the subject on 'Elements of Landscape and Site Planning'. The DISCOVER THE

. LIVING HERITAGE
students were accompanied by Asstt. Prof. Manmeet Kaur. OF CHANDIGARH

The walk was led by Dr. Harjeet Singh Dhillon, Former Executive Engineer, | Walking through the Green
Treasures of the City Beautiful

Chandigarh Administration, whose extensive experience and deep knowledge of
ﬁtc:ipril_zpf_ .,
. . o ;:?OEAM onwards
During the walk, students explored the green treasures of Sector 36 while gaining [ Venue

Hibiscus Garden and Garden of
Fragrance, Sector 36, Chandigarh

the city's landscape heritage greatly enriched the learning experience for the students.

valuable insights into plant characteristics, native flora, and various landscape elements.

. . . . Sraanises i Dr. Harjeet Singh Dhillon
The interactive session enabled students to observe and understand the ecological and Oniai BTN Mioceing el e Naon 8

Chandigarh Administration

design significance of Chandigarh’s well-planned landscape spaces. O
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Site Sketches by Mughil Kaushal Hibiscus Garden and Garden of Fragrance sketches by Udayveer Singh Shergill

WORLD ART DAY 2026

From Colour to Mood
16 April 2026

CSPA celebrated World Art Day 2026 on 16 April 2026 with an engaging hands-on workshop titled 'From Colour to Mood:
Reimagining and Creating Visual Architectural Atmosphere'. Conducted as part of the course on 'Visual Communication and
Digital Graphics' for 2™ Semester students, the session highlighted the integral role of colour, composition, and artistic expression
in architectural communication. Students enthusiastically participated in creating A4 colour studies and expressive sketches,
experimenting with mixed media to explore mood, spatial qualities, and visual aesthetics. The workshop encouraged them to translate
abstract architectural ideas into compelling visual narratives through intuitive and creative processes. The interaction with experts,
Ar. Anshpreet Kaur Sobti and Ar. Aditya Suthar, proved to be highly insightful and enriching. Their valuable feedback and artistic

perspectives helped students deepen their understanding of visual storytelling and refine their design expression.

Newsletter of Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture, Punjab Page 6 of 52



N2
aurkara 31 57 SPA CSPA NEWSLETTER

7 ARCHISCAPE

Volume - 10 | Number -1
January - March 2026

CHITKARA IS

UNIVERSITY

CELEBRATING WORLD ART DAY 2026 3

FROM COLOUR TO MOOD:
REIMAGINING AND CREATING
VISUAL ARCHITECTURAL ATMOSPHERE

[1
I llIIII 1ilis

r Sobti Ar. Aditya Suthar
Tt (=] et

16th April 2026 StudioFl.F2 &F3
0100 PM Onwards Le Corbusier Block
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PAPER PRESENTATION

International Conference FET' 26
22 April 2026

[t is a matter of pride to share that the research paper titled 'Navigating Challenges in the Smart Transformation of
Historic Cities and Embracing Technological Innovations' was presented at the International Conference on Frontiers of
Engineering and Emerging Technologies (FET’ 26), organized under IEEE, on 22 April 2026. Authored by Dr. Parminder
Kaur, Dr. Prateek Dhasmana, Dr. Niva Turna, and Dr. Kanika Bansal, the study explores key challenges and opportunities in
integrating smart technologies within historic urban contexts and proposes a context-specific Smart Transformation Framework
(STF) that aligns technological integration with heritage preservation while emphasizing community participation, contributing

towards sustainable and resilient city development.

®  INTERNATIONAL CON,EER’E'I\'_I:CE" OoN FRQ.INTIEﬁg?bF
ENGINEERING AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES
. - r A

%

- . ;
Paper Title:' Navigating Challenges in the Smart

Transformation of Historic Cities and =
Embracing Technological Innovations

Authors: Parminder Kaur, Prateek Dhasmana, Niva Turna, Kanika Bansal
Date: 22-04-2026

N2 ren ~IEEE, ¢ IEEE un
Ou.r CimSoc [‘@E.h 4

[ i A T

EXPERT SESSION & STUDIO REVIEW
An Urban Design Approach to Architecture

22 April 2026
CSPA hosted a transformative session, 'An Urban Design Approach to Architecture', led by the distinguished Ar. Ujan Ghosh,
architect and urban designer. He was an alumnus of SPA Delhi and UPenn, whose four decades of expertise have shaped some
of India’s most iconic institutional landscapes. The session was designed to challenge the conventional 'boundary-wall' mindset of
architectural education, urging students to view the urban fabric and built form not as separate entities but as a singular, symbiotic
system. During his discourse, Ar. Ghosh emphasized that no building exists in isolation. He guided students through the complexities
of macro-level planning, illustrating how a single architectural intervention can act as a catalyst for the larger city scale. By shifting
the focus from internal floor plans to the spaces between buildings, he underscored the responsibility of the architect to contribute

meaningtully to the public realm and the city’s overall character.

r
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AN URBAN DESIGN APPROACH
TO ARCHITECTURE

[ 23rd April, 2026 @
& gozgam-maoam | 24 Lecom

. < . . . . . I 3
The theoretical talk transitioned into an intensive studio review, where 8" Semester students had the rare opportunity to present

their work to a practitioner-academic of Ar. Ghosh’s caliber. The students first presented their sector-level mapping exercise of Sector
17 and Sector 43, followed by groupwise design interventions of a selected patch. His critiques were centered on site-contextual

responses, pushing students to justify their designs based on the physical, social, and historical nuances of their specific locations.
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REPORT RELEASE
MBA Leadership Lecture Series

The MBA Leadership Lecture Series Report was formally released, encapsulating the inspiring leadership insights, strategic vision,
and transformative perspectives shared by the Hon'ble Chancellor Dr. Ashok K. Chitkara. The lecture series served as a

valuable platform for nurturing future leaders, empowering students

with practical lessons in innovation, leadership, entrepreneurship, r/,..-—-——r—'_—— _E;Q\QB:;;QQ ) A
and excellence while encouraging them to embrace a purpose- Credlts =1l

driven approach to professional and personal growth. CSPA proudly

acknowledges the contribution of Ms. Krimika, Assistant
Manager, for her dedicated efforts in the seamless coordination,

content development and successful execution of the lecture series

under the visionary leadership of visionary Chancellor Sir.

Dr. Sandhir Sharma Dr. Naveen Babu
Vice-Chancellor Pro Vice-Chancellor , Academic Affairs

Ms. Shipra Kumar Dr. Babita Singla
Director, Course Director,
Office of The Chancellor CBS

Ms. Krimika ~ Ms. Shaweta Sharma Mr. Sheeshpal Singh  Mr. Sukhjinder
Singh

=

Newsletter of Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture, Punjab Page 10 of 52



N2
CHITKARA =1 WT“\SPA CSPA NEWSLETTER

U N I VERS lTY CHITKARA SCHOOL OF PLANNING & ARCHITECTURE

i ARCHISCAPE

Volume -10 | Number -1
January - March 2026

EXCELLENCE AWARDS
Research Excellence Awards 2026

25 April 2026

On April 25, 2026, Chitkara University celebrated a historic milestone
with the 10" edition of its prestigious Research Excellence Awards.
Under the visionary leadership of Hon’ble President and Co Founder
Dr. Madhu Chitkara, nearly 200 achievers were honored for their
dedication to innovation, impactful research, and patent-driven growth.

Dr. Harveen Bhandari was honored to serve as the Master of the

Ceremony for the Research Excellence Awards 2026 held on 25 April at |

Chitkara University. Standing at the podium, witnessing those eager and
yet deeply fulfilled faces, was a proud moment. Dr. Harveen Bhandari
was also awarded the 1% Prize in PhD Supervision (Architecture).
Dr. Harveen is sincerely thankful to the senior management ot Chitkara
University and Dr. Amit Mittal, Pro VC - Research Programs, for
this honor to compere the event for the second time. The landmark event
beautifully underscored Chitkara University’s rising trajectory as a
premier hub for academic distinction and groundbreaking research.

N -
RESEARC! ¢

= \ | - b

CHITHARA | &1
UNIVERSITY |

AWARDE SR — N O il e i

Incg/ivegerm - W
Vil .

CATEGORY IV: PhD SUPERVISION

|
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The organizing team presented a token of gratitude to the [EEEER === el il i i | AR
Hon'ble Dr. Madhu Chitkara, T o S AT e S e T B
President and Co Founder, Chitkara University

Mr. Sohan Singh (CSPA) received a
Certificate of Appreciation for his vital
contributions to the smooth operation of

the Ph.D. Program in Architecture
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DESIGNVERSE 2.0

Exploring Contemporary Architectural Workflows
27 April-01 May 2026

CSPA organized a 5-day workshop for architecture students in collaboration with Arkance, a global partner in digital and
operational transformation for architecture, engineering, and construction. The workshop introduced students to contemporary
digital practices in architecture through focused modules on parametric systems and digital design systems. Across 5 days, students
engaged with industry experts, gaining exposure to parametric design, BIM workflows, automation, visualization, and construction
planning. Through hands-on sessions, students explored tools such as Rhino, Grasshopper, Ladybug, Snaptrude, Dynamo,
Hypar, Veras, and Synchro, understanding how digital systems support design development, environmental analysis, coordination,
and project execution.

The workshop was split into three modules that progressed from foundational concepts in parametric modelling and BIM
workflows to advanced applications, including environmental simulations, Al-assisted visualization, and 4D construction planning,
allowing students to connect design thinking with real-world processes. The workshops concluded with students applying their
learning through design iterations, performance analysis, and planning strategies, making it a comprehensive and enriching

academic and professional experience.

Exploring Contemporary

Architectural Workflows
Time: 9:30 AM onwards

Wenue: Pierre Hall |Le Corbusier Block|, Lecture Halls 104 & 105 [Martin Luther Block)

» Parametric Systems 2.1
Exploring Parametric Logic in Architecture

» Digital Design Systems 2.2
Bridging BIM Data & Automation

+ Digital Communications 2.3
Foundation Module in Architectural Presentation

EE | Limited Seats:
First Come, First Serve
ol Extarnal stugents ta contact the
Bmuhate | | ndersigned for details of registrotions

Exploring Parametric Logic in Architecture

Py R PPl | Time: 9:30 AM onwards

Venue: Lecture Hall 104 (Martin Luther Block)

€ ¢

Vaishaly Ar. Abdur Rasheed
Co-Founder & Director, Director and Principal
Doodie Studio Pyt Ltd. Doedle studio Pvt. Ltd.

Ar. Rishabh Khurana
partner at RA+
Deasign Studio

ESME | Limited Seats:
First Come, First Serve
Organsed by: [
Chithara School of Planning and Architecture mm External students to contact the

In collaborotion with ARKANCE IM Pvt Ltd undersigned for details of registrations

sk ol sk
CHITKARA [0 ARIKANCE CHITKARA (] ARKANCE CHITKARA [ ARKANCE
DESIGNVERSE 2.0 DESIGNVERSE 2.0 DESIGNVERSE 2.0
PARAMETRIC SYSTEMS 2.1 DIGITAL DESIGN SYSTEMS 2.2

Bridging BIM Data & Automation
_ Time: 9:30 AM onwairds

Venue: Lecture Hall 105 {Martin Luther Block)

29808

Afag Ahmed Atif sShameem  Mabeel Shameem suyash Yaday
5r BIM Application ElIM Manager BIM Engineer Construction
Specialist, Arkance CPWD BiM Mation Flanning Traines

Limited Seats:
First Come, First Serve

External students to contoct the
* | undersigned for details of registrations

Drgansed by
chitkara Schoel of Planning and Architecture
in collabarotion with ARKAMCE N Pyt Ltd
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ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
ITPI Regional Chapter Meeting

02 May 2026

Ar. Shaffali Joshi from CSPA attended the Roundtable Discussion on [f
'Celebrating 51 Years of the Haryana Development and Regulation of Urban
Areas Act, 1975', organized by the Institute of Town Planners, India (I'TPI)
- Haryana Regional Chapter on 02 May 2026 at the ITPI-HRC Auditorium,
Panchkula.

INSTITUTE OF TOWN PLANNERS INDIA
HARYANA REGIONAL CHAPTER

ROUNDABLE DISCUSSION
@ w:m;;;

51

Yeats of the

Haryana Development and

Regulation of Urban Areas Act, 1975
A INSTITUTE OF
7} | TOWN PLANNERS INDIA - Reflections on its Unique Legacy
HARYANA REGIONAL CHAPTER
and Future mpact

| Semtingid Scrommen_ ]
Celebhrating
51 Years

MAY (2| 2026

ITPl - HRC AUDITORIUM
By SITE 8562, SkCT A

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ 2 PanCHEULL
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The event brought together policymakers, planners, academicians,
and industry experts to discuss urban governance, planning
regulations, and sustainable development. The program provided
valuable professional insights and networking opportunities in [§
the field of urban planning. The discussions provided valuable :
exposure to practical aspects of urban governance, policy
interpretation, and stakeholder coordination. It enhanced
understanding of how planning regulations shape urban growth

and highlighted the need for adaptive, inclusive, and sustainable

planning approaches.

EXPERT LECTURE

Analysis and Design of RCC Structures
08 May 2026

Asstt. Prof. Er. Abhishek Sharma delivered an expert lecture on 'Analysis and Design of RCC Structures - Best Practices' on
06 May 2026 as part of the One-Week Short-Term Course on 'Latest Design Trends & Codal Provisions for Civil Engineering
Structures', organized by the Department of Civil Engineering, NITTTR Chandigarh. The program witnessed participation from
taculty members of polytechnics, engineering colleges, and technical institutes across the region. Er. Sharma shared valuable insights
on RCC structural design, emphasizing codal compliance, structural safety, serviceability, and contemporary design practices. The
session was highly interactive and well-received, enriching participants’ understanding of modern RCC design methodologies and

current codal provisions.

=

=

ALUMNI IGNITE THE SPARK SERIES
Architecture Beyond Buildings

08 May 2026

The Chitkara Alumni Association Network hosted Ar. Deepika Gandhi, CSPA Alumni (M. Arch Batch 2009), for an inspiring
session that explored the evolving role of" architecture beyond the design of buildings. Drawing from her rich professional journey as
Convenor, INTACH Chandigarh Chapter, Former Assoc. Prof., Chandigarh College of Architecture, and Former Director of
the Le Corbusier Centre, Ms. Gandhi highlighted how architectural education fosters creativity, critical thinking, adaptability, and

leadership skills applicable across diverse fields.
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CBSE EXPOSURE VISIT 2026
08 May 2026

CSPA team welcomed educators and school principals for the annual CBSE Exposure visit, encouraging networking and academic
collaboration among educators and school principals. Participants visited Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture, gaining
exposure to interdisciplinary and industry-integrated learning practices in the school. CSPA congratulates Chitkara University for

promoting CBSE'’s vision and for turning 30 educators from 6 states into one family with one mission.
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ACHIEVEMENT

IGBC Felicitation Ceremony 19 Mav 2026
ay

Dr. Parminder Kaur, Ar. Lohit Jain, Dr. Niva Turna, Dr. Prateek
Dhasmana, and students attended the IGBC Certitied Green Projects
Felicitation Ceremony at the Rockefeller Building, Chitkara University.
The event celebrated the achievement of the IGBC Platinum Rating
tor the Rockefeller Block. Renowned architects such as Ar. Jit Kumar
Gupta, along with officials from the Indian Green Building Council,
shared their experiences and insights on sustainable design practices.

The event was graced by the presence of Dr. Madhu Chitkara,

Hon’ble President & Co Founder, Chitkara University.
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STAFF ACTIVITY

SustainaStaff Series
09 May 2026

As part of Chitkara University’s commitment to sustainability and environmental responsibility, Ms. Simran, Librarian, and
Mr. Sohan Singh, Lab Assistant actively participated in SustainaStaft Chapter 9, organized by the Centre of Excellence
for Sustainability on 9 May 2026. The session focused on 'Understanding the Management of Expired Medicines and
Understanding Medicinal Plants - Around Us'. It highlighted the importance of proper disposal of expired medicines to
safeguard public health and the environment, while also creating awareness about the medicinal value of commonly found plants.
The informative session encouraged participants to adopt sustainable practices in their personal and professional lives, reinforcing

the university’s vision of fostering environmental consciousness and responsible citizenship.

this certificate is proudly presented to

% @%/mzcw

CHITKARA SCHOOL OF PLANNING & ARCHITECTURE l

ustama‘haff ustama‘ﬁaff
CHAPTER 9 / CHAPTER 9 /
CERTIFICATE y CERTIFICATE y
OF PARTICIPATION OF PARTICIPATION

this certificate is proudly presented to

% @p&/za/z @po/zyﬁ/

CHITKARA SCHOOL OF PLANNING & ARCHITECTURE l

for the active participation in “Sustainastaff Chapter 9 - Understanding
Management of Expired Medicines & Understanding Medicinal Plants - Around
Us” organized by the Centre of Excellence for Sustainability held on 9th May 2026.

for the active participation in “Sustainastaff Chapter 9 - Understanding
Management of Expired Medicines & Understanding Medicinal Plants - Around
Us” organized by the Centre of Excellence for Sustainability held on 9th May 2026.
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W

Sqn Ldr. (Dr.) Rina Angel

Vice President (Infrastructure Enhancement)
Chairperson (Centre of Excellence for Sustainability)
Chitkara University Punjab

Sqn Ldr. (Dr.) Rina Angel
Vice President (Infrastructure Enhancement)
Chairperson (Centre of Excellence for Sustainability)
Chitkara University Punjab

CES/2026/E09/502/05 CES/[2026/£09/502/13

ACHIEVEMENT
Swachh Library

The Library at Le Corbusier
Block (CSPA) proudly secured

Category

s A
SWACHH LIBRARY
_at Swachhta ébmya&n z‘r.gz_‘s
Le-Corbusier Block

i

'First Prize in the Swachh Library
category during Swachhta Abhiyan
2025, organized by the Office of
Administration in collaboration
with the Centre of Excellence for

T
o =

Sustainability, Chitkara University.

~ (CSPA/RNo:-114)

This recognition reflects the collective
commitment of the library team
towards maintaining a clean, organized,

and eco-friendly learning environment.
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DESIGN JURY
@NSUT, Delhi

16 May 2026

Architectural Design Jury

Dr. Harveen Bhandari and Dr. Kanika Bansal were invited as jury members for the End-term design Vivas held at the Department
of Architecture and Planning, Netaji Subhas University of Technology (NSUT), Delhi. The Architectural Design Viva showcased

students' creativity, critical thinking, and technical proficiency as they confidently presented and defended their design concepts before the jury.

T o AR

Architectural

£ i f —

Design Thesis Jury
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CIS STUDENTS VISIT

Exposure Visit
21 May 2026

A group of Class XI students from Chitkara International School visited Chitkara University on 21 May 2026 for a practical exposure
to future career options. As part of the program, three students visited CSPA, where they were received by Ar. Pardeep Maan, Er.
Saurabh Shukla, Ar. Kritika Arora and Ar. Ananya Dutt. The students also interacted with Prof. (Dr.) Kanika Bansal, Dean,

who explained the scope, relevance, and future prospects of architecture as a professional degree. After the interaction, the students

participated in fun learning activities to understand the basic concepts of architecture in an engaging manner.

EXTERNAL EXPERT

PhD Defense @ Integral University, Lucknow
22 May 2026

Dr. Harveen Bhandari was invited to serve as the External Examiner for the Ph.D. defense at Integral University, Lucknow.
Dr. Harveen Bhandari had evaluated the doctoral thesis prior to the viva voce and now visited the university for the final defense
of the research scholar under the guidance of Supervisor Dr. Safiullah Khan, HOD, Faculty of Architecture, IU, Lucknow.
During the interaction, Dr. Harveen Bhandari shared valuable suggestions on the integration of Virtual Reality (VR) tools
within the architectural design studio, highlighting their transformative potential in enhancing spatial understanding, immersive
learning, and design innovation, along with their broader implications for society and the future of architectural pedagogy.

Thereafter, she visited the Architecture Department and interacted with faculty members.
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PAPER PRESENTATION

National Conference @ Bhopal
30-31 May 2026

Asstt. Prof. Manmeet Kaur, CSPA, presented a paper in the form of poster on 'Integrating Blue Green Infrastructure in Smart
City Frameworks. The poster presentation was organized during the 1* National Conference on 'Mainstreaming Life: Building
Climate Resilient & Sustainable Urban Habitats', by SNHC (Society of Nature Healers, Conservators and Local Tourism
Development) Bhopal in collaboration with the Madhya Pradesh State Biodiversity Board. Ar. Manmeet secured 8™ position in the
poster presentation. The conference, under the themes SDG 11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities & SDG 13 - Climate Action,

brought together experts from across India.
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FACULTY WORKSHOP
Al Tools and ChatGPT

31 May 2026
Assoc. Prof. Pardeep Singh Maan, CSPA, completed the 'AI Tools and
ChatGPT' workshop certified by be10x. This certification strengthens be@ WoRKSHOP

our commitment to integrating emerging technologies into architectural .
Certificate

education and keeping our curriculum aligned with industry advancements. T —————
PARDEEP SINGH MAAN

completion af Al toals and ChatGPT workshop

By bringing Al-driven tools and efficient digital workflows into the

Issued on:
May 3ilst, 2026

classroom, this workshop will help faculty to train students with future- - Ao da o A under30min -

» Code and Debug using Al In under 10 mi

ready skills in data analysis, project optimization, and design communication, —;a;;m_—

f\d&'

preparing them for the evolving demands of the architectural profession.

STUDENT ACTIVITY

Studio to Enterprise
01-11 June 2026

The Studio to Enterprise series commenced with an inspiring session by

distinguished CSPA alumnus Ar. Sidhant Garg (Batch 2010-2015), who STII\JIII\F}%%I'RF& 2

shared valuable insights from his professional journey and the evolving role of —}

architects as effective problem solvers. The session provided practical guidance STUDI OFTO
ENTERPRISE

on transitioning from architectural education to professional practice while

introducing students to entrepreneurship skills, demonstrating how a few critical R Cieil o il o Sorie

skills, decisions, and relationships can significantly influence long-term success. Bridging Architectural Bdusarur e
Professional Practice

The series also equipped students with a strong understanding ot the legal and

institutional framework governing the architectural profession, covering the
1st -11th June

Architects Act, 1972, the role of the Council of Architecture (CoA), and the June 2026
09:00 AM

professional responsibilities of architects. In addition, students gained practical onwards
Pierre Hall

insights into Udyam Registration, copyright protection for architectural works, and <5 Le - Corbusier Block

the key legal considerations involved in establishing and managing an architectural

Organised by
Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture

practice, preparing them for a successful professional journey.

=1 CHITKARA
UNIVERSITY

Newsletter of Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture, Punjab Page 24 of 52



N2
aurkara 31 57 SPA CSPA NEWSLETTER

7 ARCHISCAPE

Volume - 10 | Number -1

January - March 2026

Explore
Your
Potential

Newsletter of Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture, Punjab Page 25 of 52



CHITKARA 11 =~ CSPA NEWSLETTER

l_,] N I \{ERS ITY’ CHITKARA SCHOOL OF PLANNING & ARCHITECTURE g.

Volume -10 | Number -1

January - March 2026

FINAL JURY

Architectural Thesis Il
03 June 2026

CSPA successfully conducted the final jury for ARV 9508 - Architectural Thesis II, marking the culmination of the undergraduate
thesis journey for the graduating batch of 2021. The jury was evaluated by distinguished external examiners Ar. Rishabh Khurana,
Partner at RA+ Design Studio and Devallum and a CSPA Alumnus (Batch 2009), and Ar. Kanika Narwal, Associate Architect
at 261 Degree Projects. The external examiners engaged students in insightful discussions, assessing the strength of their research,
design development, technical integration, and overall project outcomes. Their valuable feedback encouraged critical thinking and
professional growth among the students. The event successfully showcased the creativity, analytical abilities, and design competence of

the graduating cohort, reflecting CSPA's commitment to fostering innovative and responsible architectural professionals.

WPT
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THESIS CONFLUENCE

The Journey from Selection to Solution
01-05 June 2026

CSPA organized "Thesis Confluence 2026: The Journey from Selection to Solution', a national-level academic initiative designed to
support architecture students in navigating the crucial stages of their thesis journey. Conducted in a hybrid mode, the event witnessed
enthusiastic participation from students, scholars, and faculty members both on campus and online from institutions across India. The
initiative brought together eminent academicians, planners, researchers, and industry professionals to share their expertise on research,

design thinking, and professional practice.

CHITKARA 51!

UNIVERSITY

CHITKARA
UNIVERSITY

Thesis Confluence 2026:
The Journey from

Selection to Solution
Open to B. Architecture Students Across India
ﬁ“i""rri'ﬁ‘. D

SESSION 1
Vit June 2026 | 1:30 PM orwes o

D, Kanl

SESSION 2
2red June 2024 | 1:30 PM onwards

SESSION 4

SESSION 3
3rd June 2025 | 1:30 PM omwoeds

5t June 2024 | 1:30 PM onwards

i Rahman Barbhuiya I |
By .. | '
] I ]
Piacs

o Lecture 1 [The four-session lecture series commenced with an insightful

Chitkara Schoal of
Planning & Architecture

AR S | AT address by Dr. Kanika Bansal. Through her session, 'Unveiling Architectural

Thesis: Ideas, Process & Report Writing', she guided students through the

fundamentals of identitying research topics, developing structured methodologies,

and effectively documenting architectural investigations. Her session emphasized the

importance of a systematic and well-articulated approach to thesis development.

potential

The one project
* explore their interests

« showcases their identity as a
designer.

“” While in reality, it often turns
inm a pressurizing phase,
MIRN where weeks are lost chasing
=% the perfect idea,
= delaying execution and

leaving students rushing

it’s YOUR opportunity to SHINE [,

Thesks Confiuence - 2026: The Joumey from Selection to Solution
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Lecture 2 [Lhe second session was delivered by Dr. Harveen Bhandari, who explored the theme "When Research
Becomes Design: Building a Thesis Narrative'. She highlighted the role of research in shaping architectural design decisions and
demonstrated how students can transform analytical findings into meaningful and impactful design narratives. Dr. Harveen showed

sample concept sheets from her own thesis to demonstrate how to integrate research in architectural design.

ﬂ Harveen Bhandari (Presenting, annotating)

amans 1)

The thesis should always answer-

Research Question?
THE POWER OF A
BRILLIANT RESEARCH
QUESTION 1 Dr. Parminder Kaur

Ask a 'HOW' question that is answered by your research i %
Research is not merely finding out something /collecting data . ~
but is : S 'J‘
Re +search i.e. searching again - 11 others '
An activity that looks back to move forward X W@n;ghand;g g Shatfall Joshi

preaM, I

T 2 - Thesis conrLuence 2026 DESICH

¥
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Lecture 3 [he series continued with an engaging session by Dr. Shilpi Aggarwal, Associate Town and Country Planner,
NCR Planning and Monitoring Cell, Urban Development Department, Government of NCT, Delhi. In her talk, 'Culminating
Architectural Thesis: A Meaningful Enquiry', she encouraged students to view their thesis as an opportunity to address

contemporary urban and architectural challenges through thoughtful inquiry, critical analysis, and socially relevant design solutions.

5 Sohan Singh (Presenting)

DISSERTATION OVERVIEW IN B. ARCH.

Thesis Orientation- VIII, or IX semester Thesis- X semester (Design/Research Thesis)
» To orienting about how to attempt a thesis Focused dissertation based on literature review
findings and recommendations
= Reaching to some clarity about the topic-

- s 5 D Develop design program or parameters for

research

gation on identified topics and research
= Site Analysis(Design thesis)

* To bring relevant information, and details * Study area analysis (Research Thesis)

« Stagewise progression through small exercises Program and site or study area justifications for site

- layout preparations

= Analysis of literature review and collected
information assimilates in culminating a thesis

project

or

Parameters and study area justifications for further

.
= Site selection/ selection of study area for empirical
research

= Last stage- Finalisation of topic to carry forward as
final semester'’s thesis

Design development/ researching parameters \ S 472
within the study area. %/ !. .!’

Dr. Parminder ...
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Lecture 4 [he concluding expert lecture was delivered by Dr. Mahfuzuar Rahman Barbhuiya, Assistant Professor, Netaji

Subhas University of Technology (NSUT), Delhi. His session, 'Architecture in Context: Learning Through Case Studies of

People, Place and Performance', underscored the importance of contextual understanding in architectural design. Through a range

of case studies, he illustrated how human experiences, environmental conditions, and spatial performance collectively inform successtul

architectural outcomes.

sty SHOW TASKBAR ks  DISPLAY SETTINGS ¥ B  END SLIDESHOW

1aring your entire screen.  [ERISERS R =

Jean-Marie Tjibaou Cultural Ceniel, New Caledo

Newsletter of Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture, Punjab

From Topic to Thesis: Working
Through Case Studies

Examine how this center embodies

e ; g‘_‘b
the indigenous Kanak culture ~=21 R
e, . o AL
through its progressive e
architecture that incorporates 15 others

traditional materials and
structures, reflecting and
preserving the community's
identity.
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STAFF ACTIVITY

SustainaStaff Series
06 June 2026

On the World Environment Day, Ms. Krimika, Assistant Manager, and Mr. Sohan Singh, Lab Assistant, represented CSPA at
the SustainaStaft’ Series - Chapter 10, organized by the Chitkara University Centre of Excellence for Sustainability. It was a hands-
on sustainability session on the theme 'Blend Creativity with Sustainability as you Paint Traditional Kulhads and Planting
Greenery' and led by resource person Mr. Hamid Raza, Senior Horticulturist, Department of Horticulture. The session
focused on painting traditional kulhads and planting greenery, encouraging participants to creatively contribute towards a greener
and more sustainable future. The duo enthusiastically participated in the workshop, creating beautifully hand-painted kulhads while

embracing eco-friendly practices. The engaging activity blended creativity with environmental responsibility, reinforcing Chitkara

University's commitment to fostering a culture of sustainability across the campus community.

STUDENT ACTIVITY
Thesis Jury

08 June 2026

CSPA conducted the first thesis jury for the B.Arch. Batch of 2022, marking the formal commencement of their thesis journey.
Students presented their proposed thesis topics before jury panels comprising fifteen thesis guides from CSPA. Through engaging
discussions and critical questioning, students were encouraged to justify their topic selection, validate site choices, identify stakeholders

and developers, and define the scope and relevance of their projects. The jury provided valuable insights and constructive feedback.
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STUDENT ACTIVITY

Alumni Conclave
10 June 2026

The academic series culminated with an inspiring Alumni Conclave, where accomplished alumni of the CSPA interacted with students
and shared their professional journeys. The conclave featured:

* Ar Pryaas B. Singh, Senior Architect, Bachitter Singh Associates, Chandigarh

* Ar Vijay Karan Singh, Founder & Principal Architect, Design One Studio, Mohali & Visiting Professor, CCA

* Ar. Anshpreet Kaur, Founder & Principal Architect, PEARL Design & Construction, Mohali

* Ar. Inayat Gupta, Lead Architect, JW Marriott Chandigarh

Through candid discussions on professional growth, entrepreneurship, project experiences, and industry expectations, the alumni
offered valuable guidance to aspiring architects preparing to enter the profession. The session was also graced by Prof. Harkiran Kaur,
Pro Vice Chancellor, Chitkara Alumni Association Network, whose presence underscored the importance of alumni engagement
and mentorship in supporting student learning and professional development. The event witnessed active engagement from both
in-person and online participants, fostering meaningtful dialogue, knowledge exchange, and networking opportunities. The sessions
provided a unique opportunity to understand the complete trajectory of an architectural thesis -—— from topic selection and research
formulation to design development and presentation ——- while also offering insights into the realities and opportunities of architectural

practice. Thesis Confluence 2026 successfully created a vibrant platform for learning, mentorship, and collaboration.

CHITKARA 1

UNIVERSITY
Thesis Confluence 2026

The Journey from Selection to Solution

"ALUMNI |
i CONCLAVE |

£5290 A0

ri  Ar. Prayas B Singh Ar. Vijay K =11 uh Ar. Anshpreet Hau Ar. lr t Gu pt
3 A Foundh i s Founde i III: 0 ec

(Adumni Balch 2007 [Amni Bufch 2015 {Alumni Balch 2014) (Aumni Batch 2019

L, Venue:Pierre Hall ' Hybr

" Le Corbusier Block

Drganised by lor any queties conta 3 Free Entry for
Chitkara Schoof of Dr. Parminder Kaur, +91 B9RE281660 | J5aX Scanto | All Registered
Planning & Architecture | susscas Frotuser csma o i EI¥EYA Ragister  Participants
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STUDENT ACTIVITY

The Entrepreneurial Journey 11 June 2026
une

The school organized an inspiring session titled 'From Architectural Thinking to
S

Startup Building: The Entrepreneurial Journey'. The session was delivered by

Talk on Startup and Entrepreneurship by CSPA Student

Naman Arora, Founder of Archlab and a third-year CSPA student. Naman

From Architectural Thinking

shared his entrepreneurial journey, discussing how architectural education helped him to S tartuplinitding:
The Entrepreneurial Journey

develop innovative business ideas and establish a startup focused on prefabricated and
Naman Arora
container-based commercial spaces. He also highlighted his achievements, including gl Founder | Archl

securing international projects, earning recognition at startup competitions, and

becoming the first CSPA student to receive CEED funding from Chitkara University.

The session provided students with valuable insights into entrepreneurship, innovation, "I’;*I‘“"Im i ﬂ‘['\\“”ﬁ”m
Venue: Pierre Hall, Le Corbusier Block

CSPA, Chitkara University

and startup development, encouraging them to explore new opportunities.

0 ol

Tt e nln iﬂ"nﬂ

Explore
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Potential | | 3 IEHISUA oRAAS | femrs 310+ ufasn
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EXTERNAL JURY
iDAC Summit 2026 @ Chandigarh

12 June 2026

Dr. Kanika Bansal was invited as an esteemed jury member at the iDAC
Summit 2026 - Chandigarh Chapter, held on 12 June 2026 at JW
Marriott, Chandigarh. As a jury member for the Infinity Awards, Dr. Bansal
evaluated a curated portfolio of architectural and interior design projects,
assessing excellence in innovation, sustainability, design quality, and execution.
She also played a key role in selecting the finalists representing the Chandigarh
Chapter. The iDAC Summit, India's largest knowledge-sharing platform for
the architecture, construction, and design fraternity, brings together leading
architects, designers, consultants, and industry professionals to exchange ideas
and celebrate excellence in the built environment. Dr. Harveen Bhandari and

Asstt. Prof. Shaffali Joshi also attended the event.

AiDA¥ \rchiteeture &

SUMMIT

Design Conlerence

.....
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Final Design Jury

CHITKARA B51

UNIVERSITY Seiee
End-Term Viva Week l1th, 12th and 15th May, 2026

Architectural Design

A S ER CREATIVE CONFLUENCE - 2026
Computer Applications in Architecture

Visual Communication & Digital Graphics Where the Industry Experts Review Narratives of Architectural Studios

SPRING SEM - 2"° SEM, 4™ SEM, 6™ SEM & 8™ SEM
JURY PANEL

Ar. Charanpreet Singh Ar. Himashu Suri Ar. Aditi Soni Ar. Akshat Batra Ar. Akshay Goel Ar. Mohita Garg
Principal Architect Principal Architect Project Designer Principal Architect Prineipal Architect Principal Architect
58 Architects Patiala Architect Suri and Asso. Habitat Architects, Ludhiana The White Brick, Mohali Space Arcticulation, Panchkula Creative Consortium,
Alumnus Batch 2004-2009 Alumnus Botch 2004-2009 Alumna Batch 2005-2010 Alumnus Batch 2008-2013 Alumnus Batch 2008-2013 Panchkula

=

Dr. Priya Gupta Ar. Rishabh Khurana Ar. Sukanya Sharma Ar. Vidit Chaudhary Ar. Aditya Suthar Ar. Anshpreet Sobti
Asso. Professor, Partner at RA+ Design Asst. Professor, Jindal School Principal Architect Principal Architect Frincipal Architect
Jindal School of Design Studio Chandigarh of Design & Architecture Vive Cachers, Panchkula Suthar Architects, Ambala Pearl Design 8& Construction, Mohali
& Architecture, Sonipat Alumnus Batch 2009-2014 Sonipat Alumnus Batch 2012-2017 Alumnus Batch 2015-2018 Alumna Batch 2016-2021

A

& \ ; L

‘1 -~ iy a-.---" g ‘

; | _ i

Ar. Gagandeep Singh Ar. Nayamat Chadha Ar. Rahul Chaudhary Ar. Vikram Ghattora Ar. Vrinda Sarwal Ar. Japleen Kaur
Principal Architect Principal Architect, Nayamat Chadha Principal Architect Principal Architect Co-Founder at Volute Networks Principal Architect
Studio YG, Patiala Architects, Chandigarh Archlay Architects, Ludhiana Archlay VGDS, Khanng Sector 15, Chandigarh Studio Arcenz
Alumnus Batch 2016-2021 Alumna Batch 2016-2021 Alumnus Batch 2016-2021 Alumnus Batch 2016-2021 Alumna Batch 2016-2021 Patiala

Ar. Rijul Goyal Ar. Vatsal Singhal Ar. Atif Shameem Ar. Muskaan Er. Nabeel shameem

Principal Architect Program manager BIM Manager BIM Architect BIM specialist - Architecture

Shivalik enterprise Training services, Arkance CPWD 5D Sharma and Associates Arkance
Chandigarh Gurugram Delhi Panchkula Gurugram

UNDER THE AEGIS OF ORGANIZED BY

Prof. Dr. Harveen Bhandari Prof. Dr. Kanika Bansal Department of Architecture
Principal & Dean-Ph.D. Program Dean Academic Affairs & Dean M.Plan Chitkara School of Pl:’:mning ar:nd Ar_ghmecttjlre
Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture  Chitkara School of Planning & Architecture Chitkara University, Punjab
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UNIVERSITY

Doctoral Seminar: Final Defense
Empirical Study of Urban Voids in Chandigarh:
Developing Strategies for Revitalizing Dormant Urban Spaces

Presenter

Aarti Rana

Research Scholar

Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture
Assistant Professar

Amity School of Architecture and Planning
Amity University, Punjab

Supervisor

Prof. (Dr.) Prabhjot Kaur

Prafessor

Chitkara School of Planning ond Architecture

Date: 08 April, 2024

Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Mode: Hybrid

Venue: Conference Room, Le Corbusier Block

Organized by
Doctoral Research Center
Chitkara Schosl of Planning and Architecture

CHITKARA IS

UNIVERSITY

Doctoral Seminar: Final Defense

Analyzing the Linkage between Cultural Ecosystem
Services and Well-Being in Historic Gardens:
A Case of Punjab, India

Presenter
Mona Sood
Research Scholar
Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture
Professor
Lovely Professional University, Phagwara

Supervisor
Prof. (Dr.) Harveen Bhandari
Principal & Dean-Ph.D. Program
Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture

Date: 14 April, 2026
Time: 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Mode: Hybrid

Venue: Conference Room, Le Corbusier Block H

Organized by
Doctoral Research Center
Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture &
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Ph.D. Final Defense

Data Analysis and Findings

CES Ofered by Histork Gardens

Sense of Plage Spiritual Valse

BUDU COA Principal

CHITKARA §51/

UNIVERSITY

Doctoral Seminar: Final Defense 1 CHITHARA B
Relationship between the Conducive Learning | s
Spaces and Learning Outcomes:
An Investigative Study of Senior Secondary
Schools in Chandigarh

PRESENTER SUPERVISOR
Roopali Kansal Dr. Prabhjot Kaur

ning and Architecture C of Planning and Architecture

[r o
Date: 12 Jure, 2026 @ Time: 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM Mode: Hybrid 0

Organized by

Doctoral Research Center

Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture
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Student Achievement

] SPAR Conclave

Proud to share that Neetika Jain, a B.Arch. 8" Semester student from Chitkara School of Planning and Architecture,
secured First Prize at the SPAR Conclave - a National Hackathon for Space Architecture organized by Indian Institute

of Technology, Roorkee, in collaboration with Indian Space Research Organization. The competition was conducted in
two stages -- beginning with an online submission round, after which shortlisted teams were invited to Indian Institute of
Technology, Roorkee to present and defend their ideas before an esteemed jury panel.

What makes this achievement even more special was that Neetika was part of a multidisciplinary team of four, alongside
teammates from the Indian Institute of Technology Madras, bringing together diverse perspectives, innovation, and problem-

solving approaches for the challenge. This journey has been an incredible experience of learning, collaboration, and futuristic

thinking in the field of space architecture.

1. DAP A= @rioes

CERTIFICATE

proudly awarded to :

National Hackathon
on Lunar Habitation

Space Architecture (SpAr) Conclave 2026
Tt - Bl May, 2026

NecTIKA TAIN

for achieving first place under Theme “Human Centred & Behavioural Design" at the
SpA e 2026 held at IIT Roorkee.
May, 2026

Prof. Mahua Mukherjee Br. Tirtha Pratim Das

hitecture Director of the Space Science
3 Programme Office, ISRO
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BE8® Annual NASA Convention

CSPA students attended the 68™ Annual NASA (National
Association of Students of Architecture) Convention at

Woxsen University, Hyderabad, joining architecture students

and protessionals from across the country in a vibrant celebration |

of design, learning, and collaboration. The convention featured
exhibitions, keynote lectures, workshops, competitions, and

networking opportunities that broadened students' academic and

professional perspectives. CSPA (Z118) actively participated in the |

Art Installation Trophy, while Ashish Rapoor, the 68" Year

Unit Secretary, was honored with a Gold Medal for his
exemplary contribution to NASA India. Shaurya Puri, Unit Designee,

also represented CSPA in the annual General Body Meetings,

contributing to discussions on the future direction of NASA India.

National
Association of
Students of
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Alumni Achievement
The City

Why 4 architects are sounding

alarm over Chandigarh’s tuture
£y

CSPA proudly celebrates the contribution

of its distinguished alumnus, Ar.
Aashray Ahuja (Batch 2012-
2017 ), who joined eminent architects and
practitioners in sharing evidence-based

perspectives on the proposed amendments
to the Chandigarh Master Plan 2031.
His thoughtful views on preserving

SerenaGujral
Chandigarh, May27

population growth, changing
housing needs and [and scar-
city, Singh said any change
must be evidence-led rather
than market-driven.

* WHAT THEFOUR FLAGGED

THE PROPOSED revampprioritises real-estate
development without matching investmentsin
infrastructura and sustainability

Chandigarh's planned urban legacy reflect

IN JANUARY 1931, French-
Swiss architect and wiban
planner Le Corbusier was com-

CSPA's commitment to shaping meaningtul

discourse on sustainable urban development.

missioned, ontherecommen- Infrastructureupgrades
dationof Pumjab'schief engin- UT'S WATER, sewage roads and civic amenities mustcome first

Former chiel architect
Kapil Setia took the middle
ground. Accepting thathigh-
density housing and vertical
growthare inevitable due to
market demands, he insisted
that any transition must be
systematic and infrastruc-
ture-focused.

ger, P L Varma, to design
Chandigarhsmaster plan—a
long-term blueprint meant to
guide sustainable urban
growth, Since then, theplan-
ning framewcrkhasbeen peri-
odically updated, with the |
Chandizarh Master Plan 2031 l =
4

cannat suppart major densfication without upgrades

THEUT'S growth shauld be planned regianallywith
Mahall, Panchiwle, New Chandigarh and Zirakpur

CSPA congratulates its distinguished

alumna, Ar. Esha Sharma (Batch

2007—2012), on being elected as
Municipal Councillor, Ward No. 9,

Ferozepur Municipal Council (2026).

THE CHAOTIC urban models of Gurgacnand Zirskpur
should not be replicatedin Chandigarh

ENVIRONMENTALCONCERNS Includeheat-island
effects, flood risks, shrinking oreencover andloss of
heritagetrees

currently serving as the guid-
ingdocument. But thelatest
proposed amendments—in-
cluding high-rise buildings,
stilt parking, increased Floor .
Area Ratins (FARs) and mixed
land use—havetriggered con-
cem among architects and

! Limii vertical growth,
( } prioritise mobility
.‘ L f A CHANDIGARH FALLSin Seigmic Zone!V, raising AashrayAhuja, divectorof
(clockwisa, top) SumitKaur, Kapil Setia, Aashray  concerns over stilt-parking “softstorey"striictures design studio Urban Research
Ahuja andNoor DashmeshSingh. express + Architecture Practice
(URap), believes Chandigarh's

With over 13 years of experience in

urban planners, who wamthat
the city is at a critical cross-
roads.

With two weeks left forthe
review commitlee toconsider
public objections and sugges-
tions, fourprominent archi-
tectssaidthe proposed changes
risk compromising Chandi-
garhs infrasructureandident-

ity if implemented without
longtermplanning.

Need regionalplanning,
not internal densification
Sumit Kaur, alformerchiel
architect and urban designer
who led the original draft of
the Chandigarh Master Plan
2031, strongly oppesed the

Thu, 28 May 2026

changes. She

argued that Chandigarh is
now landlocked, fully built
and under pressure from ag-
gressive regional whbanisa-
tion, but instead of distribu-
ting this pressure across the
Tricityregion, the revised plan
secks tointernalise itthrough
high-rise towers and drasti-

cally increased FARs.

Changemust beevidence-
led, not market- driven
NoorDasmesh Singh, head
of NOOR Architects Consul-
tants, also cautioned against
hurded deregulation. Whileac-
knowledging the pressures of

Master Plan is overdue for
revision, arguing that no city
canremain rigidiyloyaltoa
20-year-cld blueprint amid
rapidpopulation growth and
rural-to-urban migration.
The writerisanintern

at Thelndian Express

FULL REPORTON

WAV INDIANEX PRESS.COM

oy

architecture, academia, and public service,
her journey from architect and educator
to an elected public representative retlects
exemplary leadership, dedication, and a

commitment to community development.

§The Indian EXPRESS

0,

https://epaper.indianexpress. com/c/79989767
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Alumni Achievement

CSPA proudly celebrates the remarkable achievement of  its distinguished

alumna, Ayusmita Deka (Batch 2015), who had the honour
of meeting the Hon'ble President of India, Smt. Droupadi Murmu, at

Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi. The interaction offered valuable insights

into the ongoing process of architectural decolonisation at Rashtrapati

Bhavan and reflected the President's inclusive leadership by inviting
Ayusmita to share her observations and suggestions. This memorable
experience stands as a proud milestone, highlighting the growing impact
of CSPA alumni in shaping conversations around architecture, heritage,

and national identity.

4
=~ '
4
S
9
We congratulate our distinguished alumna, Doresswine =

Minni Bajaj, on her remarkable international | Where Architecture Meets Haute Couture

success. From making an impressive debut at the 79"

Canadian Designer Bajaj Redefines Luxury

Cannes Film Festival to earning global recognition

Fashion Through Architectural Innovation

for her innovative couture creations, she continues

to redefine luxury fashion through a unique

blend of architectural precision and artistic | -izmiruan Ol inlPle ]

expression. Her inspiring journey reflects creativity,
. . OMNTARIO, ONTARIO, CANADA, June 29, 2026 fEINPresswire.com/ — Where o Contact
perseverance, and excellence, making India and the Architecture Meets Haute Couture: The Rise of Minni Bajaj i
Zglobalmarketilc
st

CSPA Communlty prOUd. Canadian designer Minni Baja] made a remarkable impression on the
international fashion stage with her couture debut at the 79th Cannes Film

Festival. Drawing inspiration from her extensive backgreund in architecture, s
o1 g. Mare From This Source
Bajej seamlessly blended structural precision with artistic expression,
whare Architecture Meats Haute
Couture Canadian Desigrer Baja)
Radsfines Luxury Fashion Thiough

creating designs that celebrate individuality, empowerment, and glokal

The entire CSPA family extends its s
aea"tfeet co“q"atueatio“s to aee Her featured couture pieces reflected a unique design philosophy shaped by Hiﬁﬁi

years of architectural education and professional experience. Among them,

Architectural Innovation

Wiew All Stories From This Source

“Blossoming Roots” symbolized growth, transformation, and the journey

aeum“i a“d wisaes ‘o" t“ei" co“ti“ued frorm ermerging designer to glabal creative talent. Complermenting this was

the sophisticated "Boss Look," & pawerful statement of confidence,

success in all future endeavors. aitanip v oceam it o g ety
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We are extremely delighted to share that the Council of
Architecture (COA) has granted CSPA the approval
for the 5-year full-time Bachelor of Architecture
(B.Arch.) degree course till 2030—31. This remarkable

milestone marks a historic achievement for CSPA, as the school

has received a 5-year approval for the very first time since
inception in 2004.

The CSPA team is extremely thankful for the
unwavering support and visionary leadership of
Chitkara University management, which has made this
possible.

The team also celebrated this proud achievement with a cake-
cutting ceremony in the gracious presence of the Hon’ble
Dr. Madhu Chitkara, President and Co Founder,
Chitkara University, making the occasion even more

memorable and special for all of us.
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Inspired by Nature. For Climate. For Our Future.

5th June, 2026
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Celebrations

“We should attempt to br vg natr=,§ duses,
% phat

Dr. Harveen Bhandari
Principal & Dean, Ph.D. Program

Editorial Team:
Krimika
Assistant Manager
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